ATT 


Atte'mpt. n.f. [from the verb.] 
j. An attack. 

If we be always prepared to receive an enemy, we mail long 
live in peace and quietnefs, without any attempts upon us .Bacon. 

2. Aneflay; an endeavour. 

Alack ! I am afraid, they have awak'd ; 

And ’tis not done, th’ attempt , and not the deed. 

Confounds us. Shakefp. Macbeth. 

He would have cry’d ; hut hoping that he dreamt, 
Amazement ty’d his tongue, and flopp’d th’ attempt. Dryd. 

I fubjoin the following attempt towards a natural hiftory of 
fbfiils. Woodward on FoJJils. 

Atte'mptable. aclj. [from attempt .] Liable to attempts or 
attacks. 

The gentleman vouching his to be more fair, virtuous, wile, 
and lefs attcmptable than the rarefl of our ladies. Shak. Cymbel. 
Atte'mpter. n.f. [from attempt .] 
a. The perfon that attempts ; an invader. 

The Son of God, with godlike force endu’d 
Againfl th’ attempter of thy Father’s throne. Par. Lojl, b. iv. 

2. An endeavourer. 

You are no factors for glory or treafure, but difinterefted 
attempters for the univerfal good. Glanville s Scepf. Scieniifica. 
To ATTEND. v.a. [attendre, Fr. attcndo, Lat.] 

1. To regard ; to fix the mind upon. 

The crow doth fing as fweetly as the {fork, t 

When neither is attended. Shakefp. Merch. of Venue. 

2 . To wait on; to accompany as an infcriour. 

His companion, youthful Valentine, 

Attends the emperour in his royal court. Sh.T . Gent, of Ver. 

3. To accompany as an enemy. 

He was at prefent flrong enough to have flopped or attended 
Walter in his weftern expedition. Clarendon , b. vm. 

4. To be prefent with, upon a fummons. 

If any minifter refufed to admit a leaurer recommended by 
him, he was required to attend upon the committee, and not 
difeharged till the houfes met again. Clarendon. 

c. To accompany; to be appendant to. 

England is fo idly king’d, 

Her feeptre fo fantaflically born, 

That fear attends her not. Shakefp. Henry V. 

My pray’rs and wifhes always fhall attend 
The friends of Rome. . . ^difoEs Cato. 

A vehement, burning, fixed, pungent pain in the ftomach, 
attended with a fever. ~ Arbuthnot on Diet. 

6. To expea. This fenfe is French. 

So dreadful a tempeft, as all the people attended therein tire 

very end of the world, and judgment-day. Raleigh s Hjt. 

7 . To wait on, as on a charge. 

The fifth had charge fick perfons to attend , < 

And comfort thofe in point of death which lay. Fairy df 
S. To be confcquent to. 

The duke made that unfortunate defeent upon Rhee, which 
was afterwards attended with many unprofperous attempts. Cun . 
n To remain to ; to await ; to be in flore for. 

' To him, who hath a profpeft of the ftate that attends all men 
after this, the meafures of good and evil are changed. Lode. 
10. To wait for infidioufly. 

Thy interpreter, full of defpight, bloody as the hunter, at- 
tends thee at the orchard end. Shakefp. Twelfth Fight. 

1 1 To be bent upon any objeft. 

Their hunger thus appeas’d, their care attends 
The doubtful fortune of their abfent friends. Dryd. V irgil. 

12. To flay for. 

I died whilft in the womb he flaid, 

Attending nature’s law. Shakefp. Cymoeltne. 

I h alien to our own ; nor will relate 
Great Mithridates, and rich Croefus’ fate ; 

Whom Solon wifely counfell’d to attend 

The name of happy, till he knew his end. Dryden s juv. 

To Atte'nd. v. n. 

1 . To yield attention. 

But, thy relation now 1 lor I attend ... 
Pleas’d with thy words. Milton's Par. Lojl, b. wu. 

Since man cannot at the fame time attend to two objects, it 
you employ your fpirit upon a book or a bodily labour, , you 
have no room left for fenfual temptation. Taylor s Holy Living. 
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The other, after many years attendance upon the duke, \va$ 
now one of the bedchamber to the prince. Clarendon. 

2. Service. 


2. To flay; to delay. 

This firfl true caufe, and laft good end. 


She cannot here fo well, and truly fee ; 

For this perfection fine mufl vet attend , . . 

Till to her Maker fhe efpoufed be. Sir J. Davies. 

Plant anemonies after the firft rains, if you w.U have flowers 
very forward ; but it is furer to attend till Oftober, or the 
month after. , Evelyns Kalmdar. 

■Ytte'n dance, n.f. [attendance, Fr.] 

I . The aft of waiting on another ; or of lerving. 

I dance attendance here, 

I think the duke will not be fpoke withal. Shakefp. R . III. 
For he, of whom thefe things are fpoken, pertaineth to 

another tribe, of which no man gave attendance 2 . t the al- 

Heb. vn. 1 3. 
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I Why might not you, my lord, receive attendance 
From thofe that fire calls fervants ? Shakefp. King Lear, 

3. The perfons waiting ; a train. 

Attendance none fhall need, nor train ; where none 
Are to behold the judgment, but the judg’d, 

Thofe two. Milton's Paradife Loft , b. x. /, Bo, 

4. Attention ; regard. 

Give attendance to reading, to exhortation, to dotSlrine. 

1 Tim. iv. 13. 

5. Expectation; a fenfe now out of ufe. 

That which caufeth bitternefs in death, is the languifhing 
attendance and expectation thereof ere it come. Hooker, b. i. 
Attendant, adj. [ attendant , Fr.] Accompanying as fubor- 
dinate. 

Other funs, perhaps, 

With their attendant moons, thou wilt defery. 
Communicating male and female light. Par. Lo/l , b. viii. 
Atte'nd ant. n.f. 

1. One that attends. 

I will be returned forthwith ; difmifs your attendant there; 
look it be done. < Shakefp. Othello. 

2 . One that belongs to the train. 

When fome gracious monarch dies. 

Soft whifpers firil and mournful murmurs rife 

Among the fad attendants. _ Dryden, 

3. One that waits the pleafure of another, as a fuitor or agent. 

I endeavour that my reader may not wait long for my 
meaning: to give an attendant quick difpatch is a civility. 

Burnet's Theory , Preface. 

4. One that is prefent at any thing. 

He was a conflant attendant at all meetings relating to cha- 
rity, without con tributing. 5 wift's Fates of Clergymen. 

In law. One that oweth a duty or lcivice to another; or, 
after a fort, dependeth upon another. Cowel. 

6. That which is united with another ; a concomitant ; a con- 

fequent. 

Beware, 

And govern well thy appetite, left fin 
Surprize thee, and her black attendant, death. Pa } . L. b. vii. 
They fecure themfelves firfl from doing nothing, and then 
from doing ill ; the one being fo dole an attendant on the 
other, that it is fcarce pofiible to fever them. Decay of Piety. 

He had an unlimited fenfe of fame, the attendant of noble 
fpirits, which prompted him to engage in travels. Pcp.E/T.onH. 

It is hard to take into view all the attendants or confequents 
that will be concerned in the determination of a queflion. 

Watts's Improvement of the Mina. 

Atte'nder. n.f. [from attend.'] Companion; allociate. 

The gypfies were there, 

Like lords to appear, 

With fuch their attenders, , 

As you thought offenders. Ben Johnfon s bwf 

Att'ent. adj. [ attentus , Lat.] Intent; attentive; heedful; 

regardful. * . 

"Now mine eyes fhall be open, and mine ears attent untotne 

prayer that is made in this place. 2 Chon. vn. 1 5 * 

What can then be lefs in me than defire, 

To fee thee, and approach thee, whom 1 know, 

Declar’d the Son of God, to hear attent . 

Thy wifdom, and behold thy godlike deeds. P ar. Regained. 
Read your chapter in your prayers ; little interruptions will 
make your prayers lefs tedious, and yourfelf more attent upon 

them 1 Taylor's Guide to Devotion. 

To want of judging abilities, we may add their want of 
leifure to apply their minds to fuch a ferious and attent connae- 

ration. , . , . „ rf . 

Being denied communication by their ear, taeir ey 

more vigilant, attent, and heedful. Holder 's EL of Sp • 

A'ttentates. n. f. [ attentata , Lat.] Proceedings in a 
of judicature, pending fuit, and after an inhibition is dec * 
and gone out ; thofe things which are done after an J 
dicial appeal, may likewife be filled attentates. Ayijf- 0 J 
Attention, n.f [attention, Fr.] The aft of attending or 
heedin^ ; the a£t of bending the mind upon any thing. 

They fay the tongues of dying men 

Inforce attention like deep harmony. Shakefp. iaa ! 

He perceived nothing but filence, and figns o ^ a 
what he would further fay. Bacon s y 

But him the gentle angel by the hand ^ 

Soon rais’d, and his attention thus recall d. Par. Lojh-. 
By attention the ideas, that offer themfelves, are a r ^ 
of, and, as it were, regiflered in the memory. 

- /T* . 1 - ’ n n 


, and, as it were, regnrercu m • 1 ays 

Attention is a very neceffary thing; truth do Mini 

flrike the foul at firfl fight. Watts s Improv. of tk M ^ 

Attentive, adj. [from attent.] Heedful; regardful, 

attention. ,. t ir 0 Aml dif- 

Being moved with thefe and the like y olir e entered 
rfes, whereunto we gave mod attentive & r? R. preface- 
n unto our fouls. 00 ’ I’m 
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I’m never merry when I hear fiveet niufick. 

Mufick’s force can tame the furious bead , 

Can make the wolf, or foaming boar, rellrain 

His rage ; the lion drop his crefted main, p r ; or> 

Attentive to the fong. . rt^fnllv . carefully. 

UU ForJej 

f0 T h he U ct£ e of e co!d n ? S ’ aqukklpirifin a cold body; as will 
J- -y of W? 
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And in this coarfe attire, which I now > 
With God and with the Mules I conici. 

w hen lavifh nature, with her belt atttre, 
Cloaths the gay fpring, the feafon of dehre. 

I pafs their form, and ev’ry charming gince. 
But their attire, like liveries of a kind. 

All rich and rare, is freflr within my nnnd. 

2 . In bunting. Thehotne of a buck or flag. 

3 ’ 
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Waller . 
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Atte'ntiveness. n.f [fi 

at TrhVretofoftL% e ce;,'s n death, bravely confeffed and 
lamented by the king, how attentivenefs 

Atte'nuant. adj. {attenuam, Lat.] What has the power of 

mskincr thin, or diluting. , . 

To AT I E'NUATE. v. a. [attenuo, Lat.] To make thin, or 

flC The finer part belonging to the juice of grapes, being atte- 
nuated wA. fubtilized, was changed into an ardent fpint. Bayk. 
Vinegar curd, put upon an egg, not only dillolyes the Hull, 

but Ah attenuates the white contained in it into a limpid water. 

Wf eman s Surgery. 

It is of the nature of acids to diffolve or attenuate, and of 
alkalies to precipitate or incraffate. Lewton s Optn is. 

The ingredients are digefled and attenuated by heat; they 
are flirred and conflantly agitated by winds. Arbuih. on Air. 
Attenuate, adj. [from the verb.] Made thin, or 

Vivification ever confifleth in fpirits attenuate , which the 
cold doth congeal and coagulate. Bacon's A atural H jtory. 
Attenua'tion. n.f. [from attenuate.] I he act oi making 

any thing thin or Render ; leffening. , 

Chiming with a hammer upon the outfide of a bell, the louna 
will be according to the inward concave of the bell ; whereas 
the elifion or attenuation of the air, can be only between the 
hammer and the outfide of the bell. Bacon's Lat. Hijtory. 
A'tter. n.f [atejv, Sax. venom.] Corrupt matter. A word 
much ufed in Lincolnfhire. Skinner. 

To Atte'st. v. a. [attefor, Lat.] 

1. To bear witnefs of; to witnefs. 

Many particular fa£ls are recorded in holy writ, attefea by 
particular pagan authors. Addifon on the Chrijlian Keligion. 

2. To call to witnefs ; to invoke as confcious. 

The facred flreams, which heav’n’s imperial flate 
Attejls in oaths, and fears to violate. Dryden' S /Eneid. 

Atte'st. n.f [from the verb.] Witnefs; teilimony ; at- 
testation. 

With the voice divine 

Nigh thunderftruck, th’ exalted man, to whom 
Such high atteft was giv’n, a while furvey’d 
With wonder. Paradife Regained , b. i. 

Attest a'tion. n.f. [from attejl.] Teflimony ; witnefs; evi- 
dence. 

There remains a feconu kind of peremptorinefs, of thofe 
who can make no relation without an attejl ation of its cer- 
tainty. Government of the Tongue. 

The next coal-pit, mine, quarry, or chalk-pit, will give at- 
tef ation to what 1 write, thefe are fo obvious that I need not 
feck for a compurgator. Woodward' s Nat. Flijlory. 

We may derive a probability from the attejlation of wife and 
honed men by word or writing, or the concurring witnefs of 
multitudes who have feen and known what they relate. Watts. 
Atti'guous. adj. [attiguus, Lat.] Hard by; adjoining. Di£t. 
To Atti'nge. v.a. [ attingo , Lat.] To touch lightly or gently. 

Did. 

To A 7 TTRE. v.a. [attirer, Fr.] Todrefs; to habit; to ar- 
ray. 

Let it likewife your gentle bread infpire 
With fweet infufion, and put you in mind 

Of that proud maid, whom now thofe leaves attire. 

Proud Daphne. Spenfer , Sonnet xxxvii. 

My Nan fhall be the queen of all the fairies ; 

Finely attired in a robe of white. Shakefp. M. W. of Windf. 
With the linen mitre fhall he be attired. Lev. xvi. 4. 

Now the fappy boughs 
Attire themfelves with blooms. 

Atti're. n.f. [from the verb ] 

!• Clothes; drefs ; habit. 

It is no more difgrace to Scripture to have left things free to 
be ordered by the church, than for nature to have left it to the 
wit of man to devife his own attire. Hooker, b. iii. 

After that the Roman attire grew to be in account, and the 
gov/n to be in ufe among them. Sir John Davies on Ireland. 

1 hy fumptuous buildings, and thy wife’s attire , 

Hath cod a mafs of publick treafury. 

Shakefpeares Henry VI. p. ii. 


florid or femiform. fometimes of two, 

the flowers of mangold and t< D r t is t he floret, 

but commonly of three parts. Iike the cowflip flower, 

the body of which is divided at t Pj r two r^j-ts 

into five diftina parts. Smifcrm att.re confifts o, Mo ^ 

the chives and apices; one upon each attye . ■ ^ an0[] , cr . a 

Atti'eer. n. f. [from attire .] One ... * Dili. 


Philips. 


A'TTrruDE. ju fl {M, Fr. from alto, Ital.] The poUure 
or aftion in which a ftatue or painted figure is P^ ed ] d 

Bernini would have taken his opimon upon^the U Jy ^ 

'''ThtyteSous originals that gave rife to ****** 
the fame air, poflure, and attitudes. I 

Atto lTent! W- ikllens, Lat.] That wliichra.fesor hits 

I fhall farther take notice of the exquifite hbrat.on of the 
attollcut and depriment mufcles. Derhams 
Atto'enev. n.f. [attornatus, low Lat. from tour, l'r. uelm qm 
vient a tour d'autrui ; qui alterius vices Jubit.j 
1. Such a perfon as by confent, commandment, or request, tafe 
heed, fees, and takes upon him the charge of other men s bufi ^ 
nefs, in their abfence. Attorney is either general or fpccial . 
Attorney general is he that by general authoiity la « ppom^e ® 
all our affairs or fuits ; as the attorney general oi the King, which 
is nearly the fame with Procurator (N far is in the Roman em- 
pire. Attorneys general are made cither by the king s letteis 
patent, or by our appointment before juflices in eyre, m open 
court. Attorney fpecial or particular, is he that is employee in 
one or more caufes particularly fpecified. 1 Mere are ail o, in 
refpefl of the divers courts, attorneys at large, and attorneys Jpe- 
cial, belonging to this or that court only. Lowe,. 

Attorneys in common law, are nearly the fame with pro^iots 
in the civil law, and foiicitors in courts of equity. f tor f e y s 
fue out writs or procefs, or commence, carry on, and defend 
adlions, or other proceedings, in the names of other perfons, 
in the courts of common law. None arc admitted to act 
without having ferved a clerkfhip for five years, taking the 
proper odth, being enrolled, and examined by the judges. 1 he 
attorney general pleads within the bar. 1 o i can come warrants 
for making out patents, pardons, &c. and he is the principal 
manager of all law affairs of the crown. Chambers. 

I am a fubjeT, 

And challenge law : attorneys are deny’d me. 

And therefore perfonally I lay my claim 
To mine inheritance. Shakefp. Richard IL 

The king’s attorney , on the contrary, 

Urg’d on examinations, proois, confeflions, 

Of divers witneffes. Shakefp. Henry VIIL 

Defpairing quacks with curfes fled the place, 

And vile attorneys, now an ufeleE race. P ope, Epifl. iii. 

2. It was anciently ufed for thofe who did any buiineL for an- 
other ; now only in law. 

I will attend my hufband ; it is my office ; 

And will have no attorney but my felt ; 

And therefore let me have him home. Shak. Com. of Err* 

Why fhould calamity be full of words ? 

— Windy attorneys to their client woes. 

Airy fucceedersof inteftate joys. Shakefp. Richard Jilt 

To Attorney, v. a. [from the noun ; the verb is now no 
in ufe.] 

1. To perform by proxy. 

Their encounters, though not perfonal, have been royally 
attornied with interchange of gifts. Shakefp. Winter's Talei 

2 . To employ as a proxy. 

As I was then 

Advertifing, and holy to your bufinefs. 

Net changing heart w r ith habit, I am flill 
Attornied to your fervice. Shakefp. Meafure for Mi a hr c. 
Atto'rneyship. n.f. [from attorney.] The office of an at- 
torney. 

But marriage is a matter of more wofth. 

Than to be dealt in by attorney/hip. Shakefp. Henry YL 
Atto'urnment. n. f [attournement, Fr.] An yielding of the 
tenant to a new lord, or acknowledgment of him to be his 
lord ; for, other wife, be that buyeth or obtaineth any lands or 
tenements of another, which are in the occupation of a third, 
cannot get poffeffion. Cowel. 

ToATTRA'CT. v a. [attraho, attradtim, Lat.] 

I. To draw to fomething. 

A man fhould fcarce perfuade the affeflions of the loa Jflone, 
or that jet and amber attradeth flraws and light bodies. 

Brown's Vulgar Errcurs. 

The 










